
Does organic agriculture contribute to sustainable development? 

20 August, GreenBuzz & Helvetas thematic apero 

 

Networking event raises sustainability awareness 

by Katalin Fekete 

GreenBuzz joined forces with the Swiss aid organisation Helvetas on Wednesday 20 August 2014, to 

kick off its food sustainability event series. 

“The idea of organising a joint event on organic agriculture and sustainability arose when Frank 

Eyhorn, co-team leader rural economy, and members of the GreenBuzz team met and got into 

conversation”, said Franziska Kristensen-Rohner, in charge of project partnerships at Helvetas. 

The thematic summer apéro at the We eat the World exhibition at Folium, Sihlcity, drew a crowd of 

100 professionals from the private, public and civil sector keen to make our world a more sustainable 

place. 

A guided tour of the interactive exhibition gave participants a good insight into food-related issues 

such as eating habits and food production in different parts of the world, poverty versus waste of food 

in the western world – this led to interesting and insightful discussions among GreenBuzzers. 

The exhibition and the following talk by Eyhorn also drew attention to the necessity of organic farming 

to sustain our planet. While 10 per cent of the farmers in Switzerland produce organic food, it is only 

one per cent worldwide. 

Eyhorn emphasised the importance of promoting sustainable agriculture and organic farming 

especially in third world countries because of its positive environmental, societal and economic impact. 

There were drawbacks like lower yields, he admitted, but the advantages far outweighed them and it 

was the right solution in the long run. 

The transition from conventional to sustainable and/or organic food production was well underway, but 

it would still take years to become common practice worldwide. 

It was equally important that businesses came up with new ideas of how to integrate organic products 

into their value chains and to link larger market players and smallholder producers, Eyhorn said. 

Ending his talk on that note, he left the participants with food for thought and many topics to discuss 

during the networking apéro. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


