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Textile innovations: FREITAG factory tour 

On 8th September more than 40 sustainability experts came together at the Freitag factory to 

attend the second event of the GreenBuzz Sustainable Textile event series - ”Textile 

Innovations”. The event was coordinated by Heather Kirk, the Textiles Topic Lead of 

GreenBuzz and Founder of Social Fabric, along with Daniel Rohrer, Project Manager of F-

ABRIC at FREITAG. 

Conventional cotton, the most beloved fabric of the textile industry, has plenty of negative 

environmental and social impacts throughout its life-cycle. Buzzers who attended the kick-off 

event of the Sustainable 

Textiles topic event series in 

April – “Costs of Cotton” – 

could learn about these, and 

also about its eco-friendly  

and more socially fair 

alternative, organic cotton. 

The second event in this 

series aimed to give a brief 

introduction of textile 

innovations and new 

technologies that use other 

materials to produce 

sustainable fabrics.  

 

Who would have thought, for example, that it is possible to make fabrics from orange peels 

or milk? Such cutting-edge experiments with natural materials are really needed, as today 

sustainable fabrics represent only a small portion of the enormous textile industry. Heather 

showed Buzzers a few samples of these fabrics and introduced some of the most successful 

textile innovations, like TENCEL or SeaCell. Both of these materials are created from 

regenerated cellulose fibres through an eco-friendly process. 

The FREITAG story is 

another great example 

that shows the need for 

greater availability of 

sustainable fabrics on the 

market.  

Daniel Rohrer said that 

when they started to think 

about developing a line of 

sustainable workwear, 

Freitag couldn’t find any 

material and production 

infrastructure that could 

meet their requirements.  
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So they had to create their own. FREITAG developed its so-called F-ABRIC, which is a 

durable, 100% compostable and sustainably produced textile.  

 

After a 4 year-long research and 

development process, FREITAG 

could finally launch its new product 

line of shirts and pants, which closes 

the biological cycle. Consumers who 

buy these clothes can be sure that 

these are made of local resources 

(linen, hemp and modal); these 

materials require much less water 

than other common raw materials, 

the production is based in Europe, 

and the workers get a fair wage. 

Furthermore, the clothes – even the 

buttons and the threads - are durable, anti-bacterial and non-synthetic. 

Daniel and his colleague also introduced Buzzers the F-actory, where they produce the well-

known FREITAG bags, made from materials that would otherwise end up in landfills. Buzzers 

could experience the whole journey 

of a truck tarp that turns into a 

unique FREITAG bag. 

 

If you are interested in sustainable 

textile, stay tuned, because Heather 

and GreenBuzz are planning a few 

more interesting events in the 

coming months.  
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