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Sustainable Buildings: A big lever within the sustainability debate 
 
By Renata Jendrolovits  
 
On 19th October 2015 
GreenBuzz launched 
its Sustainable 
Buildings event series 
under the leadership of 
Dr.Holger Hendrichs. 
GreenBuzz hosted the 
first event together with 
its long term partner 
Ernst Schweizer AG. 
The event venue was a 
hip & sustainable SBB 
showroom at the 
Europaallee complex. 
 
 
Did you know that an average European spends about 90% of his or her life inside? 
Buildings serve as homes, workplaces, hospitals, restaurants and schools, just to mention a 
few. As the demand for buildings and the population are rising, buildings are built taller, 
modern and of course the number of new construction is increasing too. In her 
presentation, Margherita Fontana, Global Marketing Director at Dow Construction 
Chemicals pointed out, that as the population is going to reach 8.3 billion by 2030 and 40% 
of it will need access to adequate housing, the issue of sustainable buildings is going to 
have a growing relevancy. 
 

Another thoughtful fact is 
that buildings are 
responsible for more than 
30%1 of all CO2 emissions, 
which is again calling for the 
need for smarter and more 
sustainable buildings. It is 
promising that under the 
Swiss Energy Strategy 
2050 concrete goals were 
set to reduce buildings’ 
energy demand by 
approximately 50% and 
their GHG emissions by 
80% till 2050. To measure 
the status of such goals, 

companies can apply for certificates like the 2000-Watt-Areale. 
 

                                                      
1 U.S. EPA. 2008. Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gases Emissions and Sinks: 1990-2006, p. ES8. 
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At the GreenBuzz 
event participants 
could learn about 
some innovative 
solutions for higher 
energy efficiency and 
production in buildings. 
For example, Xavier 
Breitenmoser, Product 
Manager Solar 
Facades at Ernst 
Schweizer AG 
introduced a prototype 
of a multi-family house 
almost fully covered by 
aesthetic solar panels. 
Such a façade is able 
to produce as much 

energy within an hour, as the building’s daily energy consumption.  
 
Yetvart Artenoglu, Senior Account Manager at Alpiq GridSense introduced their Grid Sense 
product, which uses artificial intelligence and through algorithms it is able to learn about and 
predict user behaviour.  
 
After these cutting-edge innovations, participants learnt about a different kind of story from 
Edward Schwarz, General Manager of LafargeHolcim Foundation for Sustainable 
Construction. The Foundation awards projects that demonstrate innovative approaches to 
sustainable construction. One of the award-winning projects he was talking about is a 
secondary school in Burkina Faso, with passive ventilator system and locally sourced 
materials. 
 
Apart from learning 
about the newest 
trends and interesting 
solutions in the field, 
participants could also 
benefit from the 
networking 
opportunity, as more 
than 60 professionals 
were present. We 
hope that we can soon 
announce the next 
event in the 
Sustainable Buildings 
event series. 
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